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POLICY
Staffing of water tankers
1.
Background
 
Water tankers are positioned at strategic locations throughout NSW as secondary response appliances, primarily to assist pumpers to deal with bush and grass fires.  Water tankers complement urban pumpers with capabilities including additional water-carrying capacity, off-road capability, and specialised bushfire fighting equipment.
 
This instruction results from a decision of a Full Bench of the Industrial Relations Commission.
2.
Staffing policy
 
The minimum authorised crewing level for water tankers, including rescue and hazmat tankers, is two firefighters. 
 
Water tankers permanently attached to fire stations are ordinarily crewed by retained firefighters.  During major bushfires or Total Fire Bans, reserve fleet tankers may be staffed by permanent firefighters.
 
When sufficient crewing is available, water tankers can also be used to respond in support of (but not in lieu of) pumpers to incidents other than bush or grass fires.
3.
Minimum crewing for water tankers
 
A safe and effective minimum crew of two must be maintained at all times for designated rescue and hazmat tankers.
 
The Zone Commander must also ensure that minimum water tanker crewing is maintained whenever:
 
(a)
a Total Fire Ban is declared for the area in which the tanker is located,
 
(b)
a major bushfire is burning within or adjoining the station area, 
 
(c)
in areas where there are no back up stations, the station’s pumper and crew are deployed at a protracted (two hours or more) or distant incident, or
 
(d)
required by the Area Commander on the basis of a local risk assessment.
4.
Filling retained firefighter shortages for water tanker staffing
 
In any situation where insufficient staff are available to crew a water tanker and a crew is required as indicated in 3 (a) to (d) above, the following process must be followed:
 
(a)
The Station Commander must immediately notify the ComCen, Duty Commander and Zone Commander, so that alternative response arrangements can be made while steps (b) to (f) below are taken.
 
(b)
The Station Commander must try to achieve a minimum crew by notifying all retained firefighters attached to the station of the need to crew the tanker.
 
(c)
If sufficient retained staff cannot be raised through step (b), the Duty Commander or Zone Commander will identify whether there are surplus retained firefighters from an adjoining brigade, or retained firefighters from other brigades working in the station area who are suitably qualified, able and willing to respond with that brigade.
 
(d)
If sufficient retained staff cannot be raised through step (c), the Duty Commander or Zone Commander will direct any surplus and suitably qualified on-duty permanent staff at nearby stations to work at the station on out-duty or stand by.
 
(e)
If sufficient permanent staff cannot be raised through step (d), the Duty Commander or Zone Commander will arrange for the recall of suitably qualified off-duty permanent staff attached to base stations within 60 kilometres of the station in question.
 
(f)
If sufficient permanent staff cannot be raised through step (e), the Duty Commander or Zone Commander will  arrange for surplus and suitably qualified retained firefighters from another brigade or brigades to stand-by at that station.
 
Retained firefighters who agree to respond with another brigade at step (c) will not be disadvantaged for doing so. If the firefighter’s own brigade attends more calls than the other brigade, the firefighter will be deemed in terms of both pay and attendances to have responded with their own brigade.
 
When retained firefighter shortages do lead to the use of other retained firefighters on stand-by, or permanent firefighters on recall, then safe and effective minimum water tanker staffing will usually need only be maintained during daylight hours, and such firefighters will generally not be deployed until 1200 hours or later depending on local conditions. 
 
Immediately sufficient retained staff become available, staff engaged as detailed in steps (e) and (f) above are to be dismissed, and any out-duty personnel returned to their base station.
 
Contact Officer:
Assistant Commissioner Bob Dobson, Director Greater Metropolitan Operations, (02) 9265 2701

File Reference:
CHO/09370 and NFB/03049

PROCEDURES
Station Inventory Management System
1.
Introduction
 
The Station Inventory Management System (SIMS) is designed to introduce a more systematic approach to inspecting and testing fire appliances and equipment. It has been designed by firefighters to save time and energy when checking the large amount of equipment carried on a modern fire appliance.
2.
Initial issue
 
All stations will be issued with one board per appliance. As part of the initial rollout stations will also receive a bundle of 87 worksheets and a SIMS calendar, both printed in colour; these items will be available for download from the Intranet in future.
 
During October 2008 all stations will receive a training DVD to be followed by a hardcopy comprehensive training guide.
 
Station Commanders are to ensure that all staff under their command view the DVD and are fully conversant with how the system functions.
3.
Installation of SIMS boards
 
It is expected that all boards will be installed by the end of October 2008.
3.1
Greater Metropolitan Area
 
In the Greater Metropolitan Area the boards will be installed by contractors. Station Commanders are to ensure that suitable locations on the station walls are nominated when the contractor arrives at the station.
3.2
Regional areas
 
In regional areas Station Commanders are to liaise with the Properties Section for a local tradesperson to install the board at their station. Any difficulties should be referred to Mr Peter McAskill, Area Manager Property Services, (02) 9742 7372. 
 
Duty Commanders in regional areas are to ensure that all boards are installed within one month of delivery. Any boards that are not installed by that time will have to be installed at the cost of that individual cost centre.
4.
Implementation
 
The work sheets and calendar will be delivered during October 2008. Stations can then populate the boards and start using the system for the next two months as a training exercise.
 
The system will commence formally on 1 January 2009.
 
If you have any enquiries about SIMS implementation, contact the Equipment Development Unit on (02) 9742 7174.
5.
Replacement supply
 
Once the initial issue is complete, replacement SIMS boards and individual components will be available through ESCAT using the details given below.

 
Control Board, Visible Index Type

Station Inventory Management Board

 
Information:
A Station Board used to house information concerning vehicle inventory routine maintenance, issued to all fire stations.
 
Rules

Charge Against:
512155
Order Method:
Issue Voucher to Supply Services Unit
Order Instructions:
Use Catalogue Number
Order Authorisation:
Station Commander and above
 
	Type
	Supplier
	S/Part No
	UOI
	Est. Price
	Cat No

	Station Inventory Management Board (Complete)
	SUP
	FB07238
	Each (1)
	NIL
	07259


SUP Supply Services Unit

 
Control Board, Visible Index Type

Chart Holder, Maintenance Report

 
Information:
A component of the Station Board used to house information concerning inventory vehicle routine maintenance, issued to all fire stations.
 
Rules

Charge Against:
512155
Order Method:
Issue Voucher to Supply Services Unit
Order Instructions:
Use Catalogue Number
Order Authorisation:
Station Commander and above
 
	Type
	Supplier
	S/Part No
	UOI
	Est. Price
	Cat No

	Chart Holder (Maintenance)
	SUP
	FB07239
	Each (1)
	NIL
	07258


SUP Supply Services Unit

 
Control Board, Visible Index Type

Flip Panels, Station Inventory Management System

 
Information:
A component of the Station Board used to house information concerning inventory vehicle routine maintenance, issued to all fire stations.
 
Rules

Charge Against:
512155
Order Method:
Issue Voucher to Supply Services Unit.
Order Instructions:
Use Catalogue Number
Order Authorisation:
Station Commander and above
 
	Type
	Supplier
	S/Part No
	UOI
	Est. Price
	Cat No

	Flip Panels (SIMS)
	SUP
	FB07241
	Pack (10)
	NIL
	07241


SUP Supply Services Unit

 
Control Board, Visible Index Type

Chart Holder, Defect Report

 
Information:
A component of the Station Board used to house information concerning inventory vehicle routine maintenance, issued to all fire stations.
 
Rules

Charge Against:
512155
Order Method:
Issue Voucher to Supply Services Unit.
Order Instructions:
Use Catalogue Number
Order Authorisation:
Station Commander and above
 
	Type
	Supplier
	S/Part No
	UOI
	Est. Price
	Cat No

	Chart Holder (Defect Report)
	SUP
	FB07240
	Each (1)
	NIL
	07240


Supply Services Unit

 
Control Board, Visible Index Type

Brochure Holder, A4

 
Information:
A component of the Station Board used to house information concerning inventory vehicle routine maintenance, issued to all fire stations.
 
Rules

Charge Against:
512155
Order Method:
Issue Voucher to Supply Services Unit.
Order Instructions:
Use Catalogue Number
Order Authorisation:
Station Commander and above
 
	Type
	Supplier
	S/Part No
	UOI
	Est. Price
	Cat No

	Brochure Holder A4
	SUP
	FB07242
	Each (1)
	NIL
	07242


SUP Supply Services Unit

 
Control Board, Visible Index Type

Brochure Holder, A5

 
Information:
A component of the Station Board used to house information concerning inventory vehicle routine maintenance, issued to all fire stations.
 
Rules

Charge Against:
512155
Order Method:
Issue Voucher to Supply Services Unit.
Order Instructions:
Use Catalogue Number
Order Authorisation:
Station Commander and above
 
	Type
	Supplier
	S/Part No
	UOI
	Est. Price
	Cat No

	Brochure Holder A5
	SUP
	FB07243
	Each (1)
	NIL
	07243


SUP Supply Services Unit

 
Control Board, Visible Index Type

Security Seals, White

 
Information:
A component of the Station Board used to securely seal vehicle inventory after inspection and maintenance, issued to all fire stations.
 
Rules

Charge Against:
512155
Order Method:

Issue Voucher to Regional Office.
Order Instructions:
Use Supplier Part Number
Order Authorisation:
Station Commander and above
 
	Type
	Supplier
	S/Part No
	UOI
	Est. Price
	Cat No

	White Security Seals
	Harcor
	BR05113
	Box(1000)
	
	07244


Harcor Security Seals

 

Contact Officers:
Chief Superintendent Hans Bootsma, Assistant Director Operational Logistics, (02) 9742 7136, or Inspector Ed Salinas, Acting Equipment Development Officer, (02) 9742 7174

File Reference:
EDU/00194

 
Recommended practices for fire rescue and access ladders
 
The following recommended practices have been published on Station Portal:
 
Fire rescue ladder recommended practice
 
Access ladder recommended practice
 
These recommended practices instruct firefighters in the correct operation and maintenance of the 10 m fire rescue ladder and the Little Giant access ladder.
 
These recommended practices rescind In Orders 1995/10 and In Orders 1995/13, Portable ladders - care and maintenance. The Equipment Development Unit instructional video for 10.5 m and 8.5 m fire/rescue extension ladders is also rescinded.
 
Contact Officer:
Inspector Ed Salinas, Acting Equipment Development Officer, 
(02) 9274 7174

File Reference:
EDU/00017

Modifications to fire appliances, minor fleet vehicles and trailers
 
This instruction rescinds In Orders 1979/12, Unauthorised painting of brigade appliances.

1.
Introduction
 
All NSWFB fire appliances, minor fleet vehicles and trailers are fitted out and modified as required to ensure consistency with recommended practices and stowage configurations for safe storage of equipment. These processes ensure safety standards are maintained and vehicles are operating within the Australian Design Rules and Roads and Traffic Authority requirements.
2.
Requests for stowage modifications
 
If modifications are considered to be necessary to stowage, refer the request through your Zone Commander to the Fleet Officer Operations or Fleet Area Manager who will have issues listed for consideration by the Fleet Implementation Group.
3.
Requests for vehicle modifications
 
Requests for vehicle modifications that do not affect stowage are managed by the Fleet Management Unit. The request process is the same as for stowage changes.
4.
Authorisation of modifications
 
All modification or rectification work required on fire appliances, minor fleet vehicles or trailers is initially risk assessed, trialled and developed through the Fleet and Engineering Sections.
 
Modifications are only to be carried out by the Fleet Management Unit, any other modifications are prohibited.
5.
Contact officers
 
Contacts for enquiries about vehicle modifications or stowage configuration changes are given in the table below.
 
	Position
	Phone
	Mobile
	Email

	Fleet Officer Operations
	9742 7359
	0418 253 528
	Fleet-Officer.NSWFB@fire.nsw.gov.au

	Regional Maintenance Newcastle
	9742 7109
	0418 644 155
	Ted.Clarke@fire.nsw.gov.au

	Regional Maintenance Port Macquarie
	6584 2590
	0408 025 672
	Trevor.Nickl@fire.nsw.gov.au

	Regional Maintenance Wagga
	6921 1784
	0428 260 458
	Alan.Lepper@fire.nsw.gov.au


 
Contact Officer:
Peter Fanning, Assistant Director Fleet, (02) 9274 7479

File Reference:
FLT/00195.01

TRAINING
Senior Firefighters Promotional Program results
 
The following Firefighters have completed all the prerequisite modules and achieved competency in Level 2 Incident Control Systems (ICS). They will be promoted to the rank of Senior Firefighter as follows:
 
Name
Date of Promotion

 


6665
G Dossett
30 June 2006

7475
M Ferris
30 June 2006

7965
S Duff
30 June 2006

8163
M Dibley
20 April 2007

8177
P Bland
1 June 2007

8191
P Starling
1 June 2007

8237
S Bracht
21 September 2007

8246
M Hreszczuk
21 September 2007

8313
M Rebane
17 May 2008

8323
S Townsend
31 May 2008 

8337
R Goodall
31 May 2008

8342
B Slavin
12 July 2008 

8360
K Shield
12 July 2008

8382
A Hodges
23 September 2008 

8489
J Pope
27 June 2009 

8633 
M Bird
31 October 2009 

8635
M Laird
31 October 2009 

8647
J Sullivan
31 October 2009 
 
The Commissioner extends his congratulations to the successful candidates.
 
Contact Officers:
Paul Leary-Smith, Wayne Miller, Senior Firefighters Promotional Program Coordinators, (02) 9318 4852 or (02) 9318 4865

File Reference:
CHO/01918

 
 
 
GENERAL
Start of daylight saving
 
Daylight saving will start in New South Wales at 0200 hours on Sunday 5 October 2008.  All clocks are to be advanced one hour (ie 0200 to 0300 hours), and an entry made in the Occurrence Book.
 
Contact Officer:
Anne Pickles, Manager Information Coordination, (02) 9265 2971

File Reference:
CHO/01040

 
Metropolitan Duty Commanders - change of FireNET (PAX) line numbers
 
The FireNET (PAX) line numbers for the following Metropolitan Duty Commanders are to be changed.
 
The new numbers are as follows:
 
	Duty Commander Metropolitan East 2 Crows Nest
	5865

	Duty Commander Metropolitan East 3 Ashfield
	5866

	Duty Commander Metropolitan South 2 Kogarah
	5867

	Duty Commander Metropolitan South 3 St Andrews
	5868

	Duty Commander Metropolitan West 1 Huntingwood
	5869


 
The existing PAX numbers may still be used until 9 October 2008 after which they will be disconnected.
 
Contact Officer:
John Williams, Facilities Management Officer – Communications,
(02) 9742 7467

File References:
C01/Fire Stations

 
_____________________
 
Zone Commander Metropolitan South 3 - change of contact details
 
The Zone Commander Metropolitan South 3 at St Andrews will not be contactable by the FireNET (PAX) number 4612 after 9 October 2008.
 
Contact details for the Zone Commander Metropolitan South 3 are as follows:
 
Phone:
(02) 9824 6257
Mobile:
0418 467661
Fax:
(02) 9824 6371
FireNET (PAX):
5908 (this is the Metropolitan South 3 Zone Office number)
 
Contact Officer:
John Williams, Facilities Management Officer – Communications,
(02) 9742 7467

File References:
C01/Fire Stations

 
 
PERMANENT FIREFIGHTERS NOTICES
Vacancies
Assistant Director Operational Logistics
 
Applications are invited from officers holding the rank of Chief Superintendent or Superintendent for the position of Assistant Director Operational Logistics at Greenacre.
 
An information package should be obtained before submitting an application.  Applications must address all the selection criteria.
 
Inquiries:
Phil Clark, Director Logistics Support, (02) 9742 7450, Phil.Clark@fire.nsw.gov.au
 
Information packages:
May Levy, (02) 9742 7455, may.levy@fire.nsw.gov.au
 
Applications to:
Manager Operational Personnel, NSW Fire Brigades, 
PO Box A249, Sydney South NSW 1232
 
Closing date:
7 November 2008
 
File reference:
OPS/00003 and CHO/07751
 
Manager Operational Information
 
Applications are invited from officers of the rank of Inspector and above for the position of Manager Operational Information, Lessons Learned Centre, in the Strategy and Planning Directorate at Head Office.
 
An information package should be obtained before submitting an application. Applications must address all the selection criteria.
 
An eligibility list may be created for any Superintendent vacancies that occur in the Lessons Learned Centre within the next 12 months.
 
Inquiries:
Chief Superintendent Gary Meers, Assistant Director Lessons Learned, (02) 2965 2966
 
Information packages:
Bernadette Gregory, Human Resources Manager, (02) 9318 4857
 
Applications to:
Manager Operational Personnel, NSW Fire Brigades, 
PO Box A249, Sydney South  NSW  1232
 
Closing date:
7 November 2008
 
File reference:
NFB/00883
 
Instructor Breathing Apparatus Training
 
Applications are invited from operational personnel for the position of Instructor Breathing Apparatus Training, Operational Support Level 2, at Alexandria.
 
An information package should be obtained before submitting an application.  Applicants must address all the selection criteria.
 
Inquiries:
Acting Manager, Breathing Apparatus Training, (02) 9318 4344
 
Information packages:
Jennifer Evans, (02) 9318 4399
 
Applications to:
Manager Operational Personnel, NSW Fire Brigades, 
PO Box A249, Sydney South NSW 1232
 
Closing date:
7 November 2008
 
File Reference:
CHO/02075
 
_________________________
 
Appointments
 
The following appointment is subject to the provisions of the Government and Related Employees Appeal Tribunal Act 1980.  In some cases the maximum salary of the position may exceed the limit under which an appeal may be made to GREAT.  The 21 day period for appeal commences on the date of this In Order.

 
	 

 

Position

 
	 

 

No.
	 

 

Name
	 

 

Date of Decision

	Professional Standards and Conduct Officer 
	5324
	D Williams
	5 September 2008


 
Promotions
Firefighter Level 2 to Qualified Firefighter
16 September 2008
 
8911
C Douglas
8912
D Wearne
8913
M Tucker
8914
M McMullen
8917
W Juhanson
8918
P Van Aken
8920
J Smith
8921
B Williams
8922
E Berti
8923
M Ramsay
8925
N Napper
8926
A Oaklands
8927
H Robinson
8928
D Vrckoski
8929
N Richards
8930
K Tuntevski
 
Firefighter Level 1 to Firefighter Level 2
 
9114
S Ercan
18 August 2008
 
Retirements
 
5390
Station Officer
C Bamford
25 September 2008
5272
Station Officer
G Moore
25 September 2008
3894
Station Officer
R Racklyeft
26 September 2008
5506
Station Officer
P Lubke
26 September 2008
8899
Qualified Firefighter
M Sheeley
26 September 2008
 
 
 
RETAINED FIREFIGHTERS NOTICES
New members appointed to Brigades
 
A Churchill
Goulburn
25 August 2008
S Day
Doyalson
1 September 2008
D Williams
Forbes
8 September 2008
C Sanderson
Forbes
8 September 2008
J Hunt
Wellington
15 September 2008
K Sattler
Kurri Kurri
15 September 2008
C Heffron
New Lambton
15 September 2008
C Weedon
Tingira Heights
15 September 2008
P McGrath
Saratoga
15 September 2008
D Williams
Uralla
17 September 2008
T Martin
Mudgee
18 September 2008
J Punch
Molong
18 September 2008
G Thurston
Molong
18 September 2008
C Wilkinson
Kelso
18 September 2008
S Bowden
Oberon
18 September 2008
A Mackie
Mudgee
18 September 2008
M Dixon
Tweed Heads
19 September 2008
B Johnson
Inverell
19 September 2008
G Cattle
Holbrook
23 September 2008
N Whitton
Uralla
24 September 2008
 
Relinquishment of Ranks
 
RetF S Finch
Camden
Captain
11 September 2008
RetF B Duffey
Camden
Deputy Captain
11 September 2008
RetF T Edlington
Campbelltown
Captain
14 September 2008
 
Appointed to Ranks
 
RetF M Bell
Kingscliff
Deputy Captain
15 September 2008
RetF D Page
Harden
Deputy Captain
18 September 2008
 
These appointments are subject to the provisions of the Government and Related Employees Appeal Tribunal Act 1980.  The 21 day period for appeal commences from the date of this In Order.
Relinquishment of Engine Keeper’s position
 
RetF T Edlington
Campbelltown
14 September 2008
 
Appointed as Engine Keeper
 
RetF K Borchard
Goulburn
31 July 2008
 
This appointment is subject to the provisions of the Government and Related Employees Appeal Tribunal Act 1980.  The 21 day period for appeal commences from the date of this In Order.
 
Transfer
 
RetF D Baker
Moree               to
Tamworth
17 September 2008
 
Resignations
 
RetF T Ridley
West Wyalong
31 August 2008
RetF P Doyle
Warragamba
10 September 2008
RetF C Petersen
Forbes
12 September 2008
RetF G Toms
Bombala
13 September 2008
RetF K Sattler
Kurri Kurri
17 September 2008
RetF L Allan
Terrigal
25 September 2008
 
Transferred to Honorary List
 
RetF T Ridley
West Wyalong
1 September 2008
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greg Mullins AFSM


Commissioner


26 September 2008
